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This idiom describes achieving one's goals by leveraging the strength or efforts of others,

rather than acting directly. Jia li' means to borrow strength. It implies a strategic, sometimes passive or

manipulative, approach to delegation or resource utilization, not inherently negative but context-

dependent.
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to use someone as a cat's-paw
Neutral, Strategic, Observational
Delegation through instrumentality, Vicarious agency
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https://www.wenlinshe.com/chengyu/jia-li-yu-ren-036625
https://www.wenlinshe.com/audio/jia-li-yu-ren-%E5%81%87%E5%8A%9B%E4%BA%8E%E4%BA%BA.mp3
https://www.wenlinshe.com/chengyu/jia-shou-yu-ren-036621
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