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Literally 'mountain-shaped brackets and algae-painted pillars, this idiom describes

excessively ornate architectural decoration, specifically that which is luxurious and transgresses ritual

propriety. Historically referencing forbidden ornamentation in an emperor's temple, it criticizes vulgar

opulence and pretentious displays of wealth beyond one's station. Used to censure gaudy, over-the-top

extravagance.
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Gild the lily; Put on the dog

Formal, Disapproving, Literary

Ostentatious ornamentation, Baroque excess
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https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/shan-jie-zao-li-027018
https://www.wenlinshe.com/audio/tw/shan-jie-zao-li-%E5%B1%B1%E8%8A%82%E8%97%BB%E6%A3%81.mp3
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https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/diao-liang-hua-dong-001854
https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/fu-li-tang-huang-030715
https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/pu-zhang-lang-fei-005200
https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/mao-ci-bu-jian-008098
https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/yin-lou-jiu-jian-032587
https://www.wenlinshe.com/tw/chengyu/yin-lou-jiu-jian-032587
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